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Arab States 


la All of the Arab States exsept Saudi Arabia will probably T 


exhibit an increasingly neutralist position in the Easiest 

eonflieto Their dominant attitude will remain imhlhr*.. vising * , 11 J. 

fit-io 6-v V->-* ' ' 

the Eaet<4fest conflict as a natter of no Tumi eoncens^and seek - v y 


ing primarily to obtain Western*, especially US, assistance 
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n r fae emg&eycd against Xarael o Tlaareaefeg] instability in Iraq 
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and growing nationalist influence in Jordan nay make the attitudes \T , ’ , j, 

^ ^ — *r^ 

of these countrles/part lewl a r ly^Kmfavorable to cooperation with h ~ 


the Westo 


i,h 




So AH of the Arab States*, in varying degree*, desire to 
increase their own defense efforts B though for entirely differ- 


ent purposes than that of defense in connection with possible 


^ a ■» 

East-West conflicts Their major purposes are*, fir s t *, defense 




( against Israel and if possible ana superiority to Israel*, and*, 


o internal military security to maintain existing regimes 
in power.? Egypt and Syria*, particularly*, as military regimes*, 
will desire to secure a buildbup of their military forces for 
prestige purposes <? In Egypt*, particularly*, and on a descending 
scale in other countries*, the prise of cooperation in a KBDO 
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Arab States /* 4yn J— 


1- All of the Arab States axcept Saudi Arabia will probably 
exhibit an Increasingly neutralist position in the. Sast>"Maat 

JJ 


oonfliot » Their dewinant attitude will reiaainj(BaIfi 9 te 0 viewing 
the East-Wost conflict as a ratter of cenoern j ^S ui seek^ 

ing pr iaarily to obtain Western g especially US C aagiatait^ that, 
can be employed against Israel , Increasing instability in Iraq 
and growing nationalist influence in Jordan may rake the attitude® 
of these ffiomtries particularly u nfavorable to cooperation with 
the Westo 
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2* All of the Arab States g in varying degrean desire to 
increase thair own defense ef fort® a jbhmgb for entirely differ- 
rat purposes than that of defense in oonnestion with possible 
East-West oonfMct ^Thelr major parposra^ arap fjjrajy dobras® 
against Israel and if possible amts superiojp£ty to Israel^ -andp- 

maintain existing regies#® 
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in pomff \ Egypt rad Syrian jgagtJaalaglyfr ** ft military regimes r , 
wi ll desire to assure a buildup of thair mmtagy f or ces 
prestige purposes*, 3n Egypt e particularly^ and m & descending 
scale in ©tts®r countries*) the price of cooperation in a MBDO 
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Arab States 

1. All of the Arab States except Saudi Arabia will probably exhibit 
an increasingly neutralist position in the East-West conflict. Motivated 
primarily by self interest , they will not view the East-West conflict as 
a matter of major concern. They will, however, seek to obtain Western, 
especially U.S. assistance as a means to become independent o f Britis h 
influence and to strengthe n their military position vis-a-vis Israel . 

Possible political unrest in Iraq , growing nationalism in Jordan, and lack 
of a solution to the Saudi Arabian— ^British dispute over bou n darie s in the 
Persian Gulf area will make these countries less willing to cooperate with 
the West. 

.Their major purposes are, first, to strengthen 

4 

internal military security to maintain existing regimes in power, and 
second, to increase their defense capability against Israel and if possible 
attain arms superiority over Israel . Egypt-and-Syria*- -particular ly y -as -military 
regimes y -will-d©sire-te-seeur§-a-build-up-ef -their -military-ferees-fer-prestige 

purpesea. Ea Egypt, particularly, and on a descending scale in other countries, 
the price of cooperation in a MEDO will be treatment as an equal with other 
participants and military assistance . 
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SECRET 

b* inefeaisd loscl military bnild«npo There is most unlike ly 
to bs any real sense of urgency* or any relaxation of opposition 
to a commitment for action in the event off war. 

3o Hostility to Western bases is almost certain to increase* 

with the Arab States seeking gj ♦.H®7r* (at all>4»«4. w— — 4 «. _ 

and troops from their territory DELETE , 

A 

P DELETE -- CONTRARY TO PACT "^J**^* OT (b) to *• 

extract from the West the h&gnen puooj^, r _ice for facilities 

/ 

granted in order to compensate for real or imagined risks in so 

• 

doing. "" A 

DELETE (FOREGOING- APPLIES TO IRAQ, NO NEED TO SINGLE THAT COUNTRY OUT ) 

vbi Bwwny a ccept j r n s eeac &eamg-e r f o r e ig n ground 


These basic attitudes would* of course* be seriously 
affected in the event of a Communist take-over in Iran. P rom pt 
and effective Western counteraction might produce a solidifying 
effect in the Middle East* but in the absence of such actiem the 
reaction of the Arab States would be extremely unfavorable* a nd 
there probably would be an overwhelming demand for the abrogation 
of all Western base rights and for negotiation* if necessary* 
with the USSR. 
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wiJl be increased local mllitasy build«wp<> there la nest unlikely 

k 

to be any real sense of urgency, or any ml mm fun mf kt 

WT-. .. .'^fr L ± **T'< 


b e » commitment 



it Of HSTo 


3o Hostility to Western bases is almost certain to increase/ 
with the Arab States seeking either (a) to olininate Western bases 
and tfoonsfron their territory (in the, belief that this will 

«vvV f' 1 r 1 "Ht - 

/. praserve/thpi Orem Soviet attack in the event of war)# or (b) to 
extract from the West the highest possible price for facilities 
granted in order to compensate for real or imagined risks in so 

to 

doing o Iraq mey-be as strongly opposed as the rest to bases and 
vonld almost certainly not accept the stationing of foreign ground 
troops o 


U*. These basic attitudes would, of course, be seriously 
affected in tbs event" of a Communist take-over in Xnuyi Prompt L 
and effective Western counteraction might produce a solidifying 
effect in the Middle East, but in the absence of such action the 
reaction of the Arab States would be extremely unfavorable# and 
there probably would be an overwhelming demand for the abrogation 
of all Western base rights and for negotiation# if necessary# ^ 
with the USSR. 
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4. These 'basic attitudes would, of course, be seriously affected 
in the event of a Communist take-over in Iran. The Arab States vould be 
greatly impressed by prompt and effective Western counter-action, and 
ds a result they would be more Inclined to cooperate with the West, particularly 
if the Communist action in Iran involved use of Soviet forces and thus 
pointed up the impending Soviet threat to the adjacent area . In the absence 
of such action, however, the reaction of the Arab States would be extremely 
unfavorable, and there probably would be an overwhelming demand for the 
abrogation of all Western base rights and for negotiation, if necessary, 
with the USSR. 
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5 In the economic field p Egyptian cotton trt.de with the 
088R will probably increase, and soma transshipment of strategic 
goods through Lebanon will continue despite noderats Lebanese 
cooperation with East' Bast restrictions <> The Arab States will 
probably oontinus to support shipment of petroleum to the W«et 9 
though there nay be increasing pressures for boycott against 
Western nations that, in Arab eyes, extend favors t© Israel, 
euoh as West Germany in the resent restitution agreement, 

6< The Arabs will almost certainly remain highly indifferent 

to the Korean War# and to Western political warfare moves throu gh * 

p 

out the world , In the UN, there may be a serious further deteri- 
oration in the Arab position via -a -vie the West* to the point of 
the Arab States abstaining on basis East-West issues „ Such a 
change would be likely if the resent vote of the USSR on the 
Arab- Israeli conflict should set a pattern and/or if th e US 
should continue to take an attitude interpreted by the Arab 
States as siding with the "imperial powers" and Is rael,. 

?o Though Arab States would be unlikely themselves to 
enter into any broad negotiations with the USSR, they would wel- 
soree any negotiations that appeared to promise a detente which 
would minimise the threat of a world conflict with the Near Bes t 

•> 6 • 
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SECRET 

In the economic field, Egyptian cot ion trade with the 
USSR will probably increase e and soma trans-shipment of strategic 
goods through Lebanon will continue despite moderate Lebanese 
cooperation with East-Sest restristionso The Arab States will 

probably continue to support shipment of petroleum to the West, 

* 

though there may be increasing pressure® for boycott against 
Western nations that p in Arab eysa p extend favors to Israel, 
such as West Germany in the recent restitution agreement* 

6. The Arabs will almost certainly remain feighly indifferent to the 
Korean War, and to W e stem political warfare moves throughout the world, 

unless they themselves are Involved in such action as in the Mecca airlift opera- 

' In the UN, there cay be a serious further deteri- 

tion. 

oration in the Arab position vis-a-vis the West, to the point of 
the Arab States abstaining on basic East-West issues « Such a 
change would be likely if the recent vote of the USSR on the 
ArabXsraoli conflict should set a pattern and/or if the US 
should continue to take an attitude interpreted by the Arab 
States as siding with the "imperial powers" and Israel* 

7° Though the Arab States would be unlikely themselves to 
enter into any broad negotiations with the USSR, they would wel- 
case any negotiations that appeared to promise a detente which 
would minimise the threat of a world conflict with the Near East 

■* 6 
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$n In the economic field D Egyptian cotton trade with the 

USSR will probably increase B and eons trans-shipment of strategic : 

i 

goods through Lebanon will continue despite moderate Lebanese 
cooperation with East-Seat restrictions * The Arab States will 
probably continue to support shipment of petroleum to the West;, 
though there nay be increasing pressures for boycott against 
Western nations that*, in Arab eyes® extend favors to Israel e 
such as West Germany in the recent restitution agreement » 

60 The Arabs will almost certainly remain highly indifferent 
to the Korean War s and to Western political warfare moves through 0 
out the vorldo In the UN P there any be a serious further detert° 
oration in the Arab position vis-a^ris the Woat p to the point of t ' 

i 

the Arab States abstaining on basic East-West issues*, Such a j 
change would be likely if the recent rote of the USSR cm the 


ArabXsraoli conflict should set a pattern and/or if the US 
should continue to take an attitude interpreted by the Arab 
States as siding with the "imperial powers" and Israel*, 

7 6 Though the Arab States would be unlikely themselves to 
enter into any broad negotiations with the USSR e they would wo! 


come any negotiations that appeared to premise a detente 

minimise the threat of a world conflict with the Near East 
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*® a likely battlefield However, to tha extent that negotiations 
appeared to indicate any Wes torn weakness or dealing &t the eat 
pans# of snail nations, the Arab reaction would be unfavorable 
to the West*. 

So In propaganda, stronger Soviet stress on an anti-Zionist 
line night have sons effect, but outright anti-Semitism night 
backfire in Egypt, Lebanon, and Jordan because of the nixed reli- 
gious character of these countries and the feeling of rival 
religious or economic groups that their turn might be next? 

However, the Arab States would be markedly susceptible to Soviet 
Bloc tactics designed to show the USSR as the prime major power 
support against oolonialism, "imperialist" encroachments and 
Israeli aims° In narrower concrete terms, the Arab States would 
be receptive to Soviet offers to take Egyptian cotton or to 
Soviet offers to supply amts, if the Western powers had failed 
to do so, and such traffic might further diminish cooperation 
with the Westo 


? 
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a likely battlefield 0 However# to the extent that negotiations r /)( 
appeared to i niti a t e an y W e etem weaknes s or dga£tHg~*t the ck-» -^ 

“ •walVuettfiiM# the Arab reaction would be unfavorable . ' 

-****% 

So In propaganda# stronger Soviet stress on an anti-Zionist 
line night have eons effect # but outright antisemitism night 
backfire in Egjrpt p IsbanoR; and Jordan because of the nixe d reli* 
gioue character of these countries and the feeling of rival 
religious or economic groups that their turn night be nexto 
However # the Arab States would be markedly susceptible to Soviet 
Bios tactics designed to show the USSR as the prime ma jor power 
support against colonialism# n imperialist** encroachments and 
Israeli aiteso In narrower concrete terms# the Arab States 

V’WOs-lt - #i»>vv 

^ receptive to Soviet offers to take Egyptian cotton or to 
Soviet offers to supply arms# if the Western powers had failed 
to do eo# and such traffic might further diminish cooperation 
with the Westo 






Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01 01 2A001 300050028-1 



Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01Q4?A001 300050028-1 



as a likely battlefield Rw«ver« to the extant that negotiations 
appeared to indicate any Western weakness or dealing at the esc 
panes of small nations, the Arab reaction weald be unfavorable 
to the Wes to 



do In propaganda, stronger Soviet stress on an anti -Zionist 
line night have some offset, bat oatright anti 'Sealtism might 
baekfire in Egypt, Lebanon, and Jordan because of the mixed reli« 
gious character of these countries and the feeling of rival 
religions or economic groups that their turn might be next, 
However, the Arab States would be markedly susceptible to Soviet 
Bloe tactics designed to show the USSR as the prime major power 
support against colonialism, "imperialist 0 encroachments and 
Israeli aims In narrower concrete terms, the Arab States would 
be receptive to Soviet offers to take Egyptian cotton or to 
Soviet offers to supply arms, if the Western powers had failed 
to do so, and such traffic might further diminish cooperation 
with the Westo 
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Libya 

1 Like the Arab States* Libya is likely to remain pre- 
dominant^ selfish and aloof from the East-West conflict*. With 
respect to bases* its attitude will differ from that of the Arab 
States in that it will seek not the elimination of Western bases 
but simply a higher price for granting themo For this purpose 
Libya “‘'“"I - - . ounterweight to 

British and Trench influence. 

2.. For the present the local Communist Party has been 
destroyed by the deportation of its leaders. There mighty how- 
ever j> be a resurgence of extremist feeling*, lending itself to 
Cowmmissig if nationalist ambitions were frustrated or Tripoli.- 
tanian desires for a greater share in the government completely 
thwarted o 


- 10 
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Libya 


Hke the Arab States, Ubya is likely to remain 



Likely to remain Hire . , 

it-West cenfilat, u<+.h « 


.aloof from the East-West coaflioto With 
raspest to baa as, its attitude will differ from that of the Arab 
States in that it will seek not the elimination of Western bases 


but 


g.-4hem-o For this purpose 

, - i 

Ubya will seek to use the US as a counterweight to 

British influenaeto^ ArKSb At&bo ^us a^iS> J& ^-uau jjlhXA JAt 0^> xfj^J^ Ln f ^ 


uujLuenee<o^ a *** h > a 


\4v<y*- eo 



For tis ® Present the local Communist JSmt^has been 
deefttwr^by d ®Po^stion of its leaders 0 There might, hew- 

<«r«r„ bo S roeui’gone© of oxtremUt faoUng, & 

^ / 

CoBwiunism, if nationalist ambitions were frustrated or Tripoli- 

tanian desires for a greater share in the government completely 
thwarted? 
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Libya 

1 Like the Arab States a Libya is likely to remain pre- 
dominantly selfish and aloof from the East-West conflict* With 
respect to bases f its attitude will differ from that of the Arab 
States in that it will seek not the elimination of Western bases 
but simply a higher price for granting them* For this purpose 
Libya will continue to seek to use the US as a counterweight to 
British influence* 

2 For the present the local Communist Party has been 
destroyed by the deportation of its leaders „ There might* how- 
ever* be a resurgence of extremist feeling* lend ing itself to 
Communism* if nationalist ambitions were frustrated or Tripoli- 
tanisn desires for a greater share in the government completely 
thwarted* 
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In So Song as he lives p the present Emperor is likely to 
remain In complete control in Ethiopia^. and to cooperate with the 
Westn Hie death might produce a period of uncertainty and a 
gradual change of attitude^ but there is no likelihood that this 
would result in any ©hangs in the status of the Asmara station 
during the period of this estimate* internally^, there is no 
Communist Party s although there has been some isolated Soviet 
propaganda against which the government has taken no effective 
measures * It does not appear likely that Communist influence 
could become important during the period of this es ti mate* 


* 11 - 
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Ethiopia 

So Song as be lives* the present Emperor is likely to 
remain in complete control in Ethiopia* and to cooperate with the 
Waste His death might produce a period of uncertainty and a 
eraduBl bhangs of attHttd*, bat than ia^Ukatthood that this 
would result in any change in the status of the Asmara station 
clay lag the period of this estimate „ internally * there is no 
Communist Party* although there has been some isolated Soviet 
propaganda against which the government has taken no effective 
measures » It does not appear likely that Communist influence 
could become important during the period of this estimate.; 
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1. So long as he lives, the present Emperor is likely to 
remain in complete control in Ethiopia, and to cooperate with the 
West * gMg. pr o-Western attitude is indicated by the Emperor's strong 
2 &2S7 . of collec tive se curity and his recently announced assertion that 
ilfoiopa y°ul<3- favor Join i ng a Middle East defense organization. His death 
might produce a period of uncertainty and a gradual change of attitude, 
hut there is no likelihood that this would result in any change in the 
status of the Samara station during the period of this estimate. 
Internally, there is no Communist Party, although there has been some 
isolated Soviet propaganda against which the government has taken no 
effective measures. It does not appear likely that Communist Influence 
could become important during the period of this estimate. 


•*» 11 ■" 
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French North Africa 




Note * This sesticsi dwls solely with tmtiva attitudes in 
this area* local French attitudes are assumed to he generally 
similar to those of metropolitan France* 

lo The popular attitude in French North Africa will be one 
of increasing neutralism in the K&st-West conflict* This is partly 


.becafisv the people see 


and partly 




to establish a bargaining position to give them some additional 
leverage in dealing with the West* Insofar as there is likely to 
be a general underlying sympathy# it will probably be pro-Western? 


2 * Although the people of North Africa are favorable on the 
surface to the presense of Western defense bases# especially the 
US air bases# their attitude is motivated largely by self- 

( 4j>^ ■vv*XuS-/viJU»'4 

interest^ and is adversely influenced by mash factors as Job 
discrimination against natives and disregard of local rulers# 
as in the case of the French-directed failure to consult the 
Moroccan Sultan on the base agreements there* Resentment for 
such causes is unlikely to reach serious proportions within the 
period of this estimate# although it may increase markedly if 

- 12 — 

mm** 
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French North Aflrfgi 

|tot#o This secti on deals eolely with native attitudes in 
thi> atno toil Fffensh ftUitudss are ttainei to be generally 
similar to those of metropolitan France* 

lo The popular attitude in Frensfa North Africa will be one 
of increasing neutralism in the Kast-West conflict* This is partly 
because the people see n© direct stake in the conflict* and partly 
to establish a bargaining position to give them some additi onal 
leverage in dealing with the West* Insofar as there is likely to 
be e general underlying sympathy* it will probably be pro-Western* 

2 c Although the people ©f North Africa are favorable m the 
surface to the presence of Western defense bases* especially the 
OS air bases* their attitude is motivated largely toy self- 
interest* and is adversely influenced by awsh factors as Job 
discrimination against natives and disregard of local rulers* 
as in the case of the French -directed failure to consult the 
Moroccan Sultan on the base agreements there* Resentment for 
such causes is unlikely to reach serious proportions within ih® 
period of this estimate* although it say increase markedly if 

«© CP 
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the US position on North African and colonial issues eauser^dis 
illuelooment toward the US„ which now appears to some degree still 
as a North African champion 0 

3° Despite the prevalent unrest e the Communist organisation 
has generally not been strong enough to take advantage of 0 or 


have taken firm action against Communist ami Nationalist activity 
■*w M VA* f cutf ^ 
•efeNMe^'and might conceivably be terapted^t© permit a measure of \ 

Communist activity while attacking the Nationalists more strongly 


Ifto North African poj 

activity looking toward] (Btiuropean integration 
inclusion framewor^^ This is regarded in North Africa as 


^sentiment is opposed to French 

Sorth African 


a device to fortify the French position and as simply another 
form of French exploitation* 



Union of South Africa 

See NXE'~72 0 84 Probable Development s in the Union of South 
Africa 3 ** go October 1952 0 especially paragraphs 3?*4|2o 
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ttia US position on North AMsen end soloniAl issues omega a dla» 
lUuaioGMsnt toward the US*, which now appears to some degree still 
ae a North African champion, 

3« despite the prevalent unrest* the Communist organisation 
has generally not been strong enough to take advantage of* or 
attribute substantially to,, anti-Western activity 0 The French 
have taken firm action against Communist and Nationalist activity 
alike* and sight conceivably be tempted to permit a measure of 
Consmsnist activity while attacking the Nationalists more strongly, 

k North African popular sentiment Is opposed to French 
activity looking toward European integration and North African 
inelusion in its framework This is regarded in North Africa as 
a device to fortify the French position and ae simply another 
form of French exploitation. 


Onion of South A frica 

mwi in mu i i mLiiimiy 

See NIB* 7t a "Probable Developments in the Union of South 
Africa*" 20 October 1952* especially paragraphs 37-1*2 » 
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Black Africa (lee?* not including French North Africa* the Union 
of South Africa* or Egypt and the Anglo-Egyptian 
Sudan.) 

lo The attitudes of Europeans in these areas generally cor- 
respond to attitudes in their home countries 0 Among the natives* 
the emerging nationalists consider the East-West conflict 
entirely secondary to their own struggle » There will continue 
to be some initial predisposition to look favorably on the USSR 
as a champion of colonial freedom* and this feeling may increase 
if the USSR adopts a position in the UN favoring the Arab-Aeian 
bloe on such issues? Toward the West* there is some friction in 

areas where development of raw material sources has been carried 

Me eta location of- 4#>e loo^l economy 6-nci ■hddf^'Dodl SOCfot 

on without regard for^leeal-fBrtiBg^ / 

2o Although there is considerable potential vulnerability 
to Communist activity* Communist exploitation has had only 
limited effect* partly because of anticommunist measures taken 
by the colonial powers? There is little danger of substantial 
Communist gain within the period of this estimate* but the situa- 
tion may deteriorate beyond that tins? 
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Biaek Africa (i*a. * not including French North Africa* the Union 
of South Africa*, or Egypt end the Anglo-Egypfciars 
Sudan) 

I* The attitudes of Europeans in these areas genera lly cor- 
respond to attitudes in their home countries Aiming the natives* 
the emerging national lets consider the East-West conflict 
entirely secondary to fchoir own struggle. There win continue 
to be acme initial predisposition to look favorably on the USSR 
ae a champion of colonial freedom*; and this feeling may increase 
if the USSR adopts a position in the UN favoring the Arab-Asian 
bloc on such issues <> Toward the West* there is som@ friction in 
areas where development of raw material sources has been carried 
W * without regard for local feeling. 

Although there is considerable potential vulnerability 
to Communist activity* Coramuniat exploitation has had only 
limited effect* partly because of ant4 Communist measures 
by the colonial powers. There is little danger of substantial 
Communist gain within th® period of this estimate* but the situa- 
tion may deteriorate beyond that time.. 


- Ht ~ 

iismmam 

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01 01 2A001 300050028-1 



